INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

Englishmen or Frenchmen, Turks or Prussians; so we become
little Liberals and little Conservatives. And perhaps this
is inevitable, and to some extent even advantageous. There
is not time for each individual to begin afresh and rejudge
all the questions of humanity, any more than there is time
for each individual to reinvent all the material appliances
which belong to our twentieth-century civilization. Nor
could most of us be capable of either the one or the other
feat even with our adult intelligence, let alone the impossi-
bility of keeping the mind fallow till childhood and youth
were past. But a great measure of elasticity, of readiness
to reconsider even the most tightly closed question, should
be retained by the scholars of every really great teacher.
It is Dr P. H. Hay ward, in his book Spiritual Bases of Recon-
struction, who demands that the right of entry to schools
should be given to every warring sect and creed, whether
religious, literary, scientific, or political. The golden mean
must he somewhere between this extreme and that other
which appealed so strongly to Stephen Girard, manner and
merchant, and benefactor of the city of Philadelphia, who
in his will said, " As there is such a multitude of sects, and
such a diversity of opinion amongst them, I desire to
keep the tender minds of the orphans, who are to derive
advantage from this bequest, free from the excitements
which clashing doctrines and sectarian controversy are apt
to produce/'

But this is a digression. It arose from the consideration
that the doctrines, and even the language into which we grow
up, limit our freedom of thought, and deceive us as to our
ability to think ; for which reason the teacher must ever be
suspicious of a merely verbal knowledge and must see that
the things behind the words are grasped, manipulated,
felt, understood. If that is faithfully done, he will find that
words are not likely to be lacking. Verbaque prev^sam rent
won invita sequentur, as Montaigne quotes. And Florio
translates: " When matter we foreknow, words voluntary